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Course Description  
Was Donald Trump’s inauguration the biggest in history? Is Climate Change a 
hoax? Are we post-racial? Politically, we must say the answers to these 
questions is no—and yet a course like sociology of knowledge will 
intellectually challenge these politics. This will be the central tension we 
struggle with this semester—soon you will be able to understand why some 
have blamed post-structuralist, like Foucault, for climate change denial, and 
you will be able to counteract those arguments without reinforcing 
problematic assumptions. If we are to understand that facts are socially 
produced, that knowledge is not as sturdy as we once thought, that science is 
fallible, how do we do this without having to accept that racism isn’t a thing, 
that Trump’s inauguration was the biggest in history, and that climate change 
is not happening? These problems are what we will tackle with this semester.  
The official description of this course is the “systematic analysis of the social 
basis of knowledge” and we are unfortunately in an era where we must all 
develop the critical skills to do so, and quick. We must understand that reality 
is socially constructed, and yet have the critical skills to not be gaslit. This is a 
complex paradox, and you should expect to struggle with this during the 
semester and beyond. The struggle is the process, and this is how you will 
learn. We will build our critical thinking skills through discussion, reading, 
digital media, outside events, and writing. And it should also be noted that 
sociology is a political project, as all knowledge constructing disciplines are, 
and so this class will engage deeply with current and past politics. You are 
expected to have political opinions of your own, and recognize that I do too.  

Learning Outcomes 
The following learning outcomes will guide the course: 
1. Fluency in sociology of knowledge literature, including an understanding 

of the relevant vocabulary. 
2. An understanding of the sociological debates knowledge production, 

empiricism, and science. 
3. An enhanced reading ability by developing reading skills in doing close 

readings of difficult texts and learning how ‘expert readers’ read. 
4. The ability to articulate the relationship between sociology and the 

current political situation.  
5. The development of critical thinking skills through being able to express—

through writing, participation, and discussion.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
Materials 

All Readings Available On Course Site: 
(no books to buy unless you want to) 

 
socofknowledge.wordpress.com 

 

Dates to Know 
Saturday Nights 
Deadline to post weekly writing 
assignments 

March 16th 
Final Project Assignment Draft Due 

April 20th  
Final Project Draft Due  

May 11th & 15th  
Final Project Presentations 

May 18th   
Present on your Praxis and Final 
Projects Due 
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Assessment and Requirements 
The learning outcomes will be assessed through the following requirements: 
 
Class Participation (20%): This part of your grade will be based on how often you participate in class and outside class activities. This 
includes asking questions; you should always feel comfortable asking questions in this class. The lowest grade for class participation 
will be given for poor attendance or for total lack of participation. If you come to every class, but never participate do not expect a 
good participation grade. The highest will be given for attending regularly and participating to advance class discussion and for 
showing your fluency in the course material. Examples of contributions that advance the class discussion: answering a question 
posed by the instructor or another classmate, posing thoughtful questions, stating disagreement with the author/other 
students/instructor and backing that position up with a solid argument. To participate in a thoughtful manner, you must support 
your opinions with textual references and/or describe relevant experiences and be open to critique and/or disagreement. In 
addition, please critique or disagree with others in a respectful way; belittling comments directed to any person will not be 
tolerated. You should also be prepared to have something to say if called on by the instructor. To fully participate in a class where 
the texts are instrumental to the class discussion and content, you must bring the readings to class (you may not bring them 
digitally, you must print them). An additional way to earn credit toward your participation grade is to look up words in the text you 
did not know and share the definitions with the class. Participation is a critical part of your assessment in achieving the learning 
outcomes because you will have to literally speak to the issues being learned. Use of the class blog may supplement your 
participation grade, but will not be a substitute. You may also tweet about the course during or after class for participation points 
using the #SOC345. You can find the blog at socofknowledge.wordpress.com. You can boost your participation by participating 
on your group blogs beyond the assigned writing; this may include writing summaries of course lectures with your comments and 
questions, narratives of your history of thought throughout the course (journaling), responses to films, discussion of readings from 
other classes that pertain to this class, linking course content to personal experiences, and text/videos/images or other resources 
you find online.  (This portion of your grade addresses Learning Outcomes 1-5) 

Writing Assignments (50%): There will be 22 writing assignments. Once a week you will do a reading reflection, and also a response 
to a news article from outside class (excluding holidays, and presentations at the end of the semester, there are about 11 weeks). 
Full guidelines will be posted on the course site. These assignments are to help process the readings and the content of the 
lectures. In addition to the class blog, each group will have its own blog. Each student will have to create their own wordpress.com 
account to access the blog. (This portion of your grade addresses Learning Outcomes 1-5 with a direct emphasis on 1 and 5). 

Praxis (10%): Sociology is not just about learning but also about doing. Praxis is something you will do in the world based on an 
articulation of your politics and theoretical understanding of the world. We will discuss many possibilities for the development of 
your praxis during class time. You can earn this part of your grade by talking through with the class about how you developed your 
praxis throughout the semester. (This portion of your grade addresses Learning Outcome 4). 

Final Group Project of Your Choice (20%): Your final project for this class will be to produce your own assignment, and fulfill it. For 
example, you may decide you want to write a paper, in which case you would write a prompt including what the paper will need to 
have to earn each grade, ie. A, B, or C. You will talk this through with me and the class before completing the project. You may also 
decide you want to do an art project, a zine, a performance, a website, or anything else. You can come up with anything as long as 
you can write out the assignment, how it relates to the class and how the assignment should be assessed. A draft must be 
submitted with time for me to review it before the due date. More details will appear on the course site. (This portion of your grade 
addresses Learning Outcomes 1-5). 

Course Grading 
A = 92.5+   A- = 90-92.4   B+ = 87.5-89.9    B = 82.5-87.4    B- = 80-82.4    C+ = 77.5-79.9    C = 70-77.4    C- = 60-69.9   F = 0-59.9 
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Course Policies 
 
Attendance and Lateness: I will take daily attendance. Two late marks will add up to one absence. Be on time to class. After 2 
absences (or combination with lateness), excused or unexcused, your final grade will be lowered by ten points and will continue to 
be lowered for every additional absence. There are many pedagogical reasons for this policy, and hopefully by the end of the 
semester you will appreciate the classroom environment it helped to generate. Feel free to talk to me more about this policy.   
 
Pronouns: Pronouns are words that substitute for a noun (i.e. your name), like “she, he, them”. We often use these without 
thinking, and when we do we often make unconscious assumptions about gender and sex. To avoid using inappropriate pronouns 
you may default to using “they” for your classmates, and consider saying your pronouns when you say your name until classmates 
are familiar with yours. For example, I might say “My name is Christina, and I generally use she/her/hers, but them/they/theirs is also 
completely fine with me”.  
 
Missed Exams and Late Assignments: Late assignments will not be accepted. If you miss class or you are late, you will not be able to 
make up missed in class assignments or group work. The only way you may make up an exam is if you notify me in advance.  
 
Grade Changes: I will not change grades once the semester is over. If you are having trouble with an assignment please talk to me 
before the due date. Talk to me before the end of the semester or before the midterm if you feel you are not doing as well as you 
would like. Use the grading rubric to monitor your own progress so your grade is not a surprise.  
 
Extra Credit: There will be no extra credit. You can earn a good grade through doing the work throughout the semester. No single 
part of your grade is enough to ruin your entire grade. Instead of asking me for extra credit, ask me for help before you miss an 
assignment, or take an exam—or form a study group so you can improve for the next assignment or exam! 
 
Email: Put the name of the course somewhere in the subject line. If you do not get a response from me you cannot assume I got 
your email. 
 
Plagiarism: Don’t do it. You will fail the class, and may be suspended by the college. Plagiarism, simply defined, is using someone 
else’s work as your own. Sometimes it is hard to tell what constitutes plagiarism in this technological era when information is so 
readily available online. You still need to cite all information you find on the internet and refer to in your work. If you are not sure 
what constitutes a source or what constitutes plagiarism then ask for help or advice. Tip: Better safe than plagiarized (or: when in 
doubt, cite!).  Below is an excerpt of CUNY Policy. “Any deliberate borrowing of the ideas, terms, statements or knowledge of 
others without clear and specific acknowledgment of the source is plagiarism. It is, in fact, intellectual theft. Serious students, 
scholars and teachers agree that they cannot tolerate plagiarism. It is not, of course, plagiarism to borrow the ideas, terms, 
statements or knowledge of others if the source is clearly and specifically acknowledged. Any conscientious student will, from time 
to time, consult critical material and may wish to include some of the insights, terms or statements encountered. When this 
happens, the source must be given full credit. This means listing the source in a footnote and/or appended bibliography and 
footnoting all quotations or close paraphrasing, including the page number of the passage in the source. Plagiarism will result in 
disciplinary proceedings.” A more detailed explanation of plagiarism and the accepted procedures for acknowledging sources is 
available on the library website.  
 
Learning Styles and Disabilities: All students have learning needs and learn differently. I would like to accommodate as many 
learning needs as possible. If my teaching style is not jiving with your learning style, regardless of your dis/ability status, let me 
know. I would be happy to try a new style of teaching that might better suit students’ needs. If you would like to let me know if you 
are registered with AccessABILITY, please feel free to do so.  
 
Education Under Trump: As an educator, I fully support the rights of undocumented students to an education and to live free from 
the fear of deportation. If you have any concerns in that regard, feel free to discuss them with me, and I will respect your wishes 
concerning confidentiality. Furthermore, I am committed to resisting any and all attacks on immigrants, including threats of 
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deportation, and I am committed to making CUNY a sanctuary campus for undocumented immigrants, not just in word but in 
deed—through the campus community refusing to allow ICE to enter our campus and refusing to cooperate with and struggling to 
prevent any government attempts to ascertain the immigration status of members of our community or to detain or deport 
undocumented immigrants. Through the semester, unfortunately more attacks on you, my students, will happen and I am 
committed to working to support you.  

Course Schedule 
Readings should be completed by the date they are listed so that we can discuss them in class. Additional readings may be assigned. Schedule 
subject to change. 

 
Week 1 
Monday January 30th  
Topic:   Introductions 
 
Thursday February 2nd  
Topic:   Creating Community 
Reading:  In class readings in groups 
 
Week 2 
Monday February 6th  
Topic:   What is Knowledge? 
Reading:   No Readings; in class exercises 
 
Thursday February 9th  
Topic:   Social Construction of Reality 
Reading:  Berger and Luckman—Social Construction of Reality 
 
Week 3 
Monday February 13th NO CLASS 
 
Wednesday February 15th (**Monday Schedule**) 
Topic:   Social Construction of Reality 
 
Reading:  Berger and Luckman—Social Construction of Reality  

Theodor Adorno—Sociology of Knowledge and its  
Consciousness 

  
Thursday February 16th  
Topic:   Social Construction of Reality 
Reading:   Berger and Luckman—Social Construction of Reality  

Theodor Adorno—Sociology of Knowledge and its  
Consciousness 

Week 4 
Monday February 20th NO CLASS 
 
Thursday February 23rd NO CLASS 
Film:   Gaslight (watch at home) 
 
Week 5 
Monday February 27th  
Topic:   Ideology, Discourse and Power 
Reading:   Louis Althusser—Ideology and Ideological State  

Apparatuses 
  
Thursday March 2nd  
Topic:   Ideology, Discourse and Power 
Reading:  Michel Foucault & Gilles Deleuze—Intellectuals and  

Power 

 
Week 6 
Monday March 6th  
Topic:   Decolonizing Knowledge Production 
Reading: Marcelo Diversi and Claudio Moreira—Betweener 

Talk 
 
Thursday March 9th  
Topic:   Decolonizing Knowledge Production 
Reading:  Marcelo Diversi and Claudio Moreira—Betweener  

Talk 
 
Week 7 
Monday March 13th  
Topic:   Decolonizing Knowledge Production 
Reading:   Christina Nadler—Deterritorializing Disciplinarity 
 
Thursday March 16th  
Topic:   Decolonizing Knowledge Production 
Reading:   Christina Nadler—Deterritorializing Disciplinarity 
 
Week 8 
Monday March 20th  
Topic:   Science, Discourse, and Sex 
Reading:  Judith Butler—Gender Trouble 

Joan Fujimura—Sex Genes 
Melanie Blackless—How Sexually Dimorphic Are We? 

 
Thursday March 23rd   
Topic:   Science, Discourse, and Sex 
Reading:  Judith Butler—Gender Trouble 

Joan Fujimura—Sex Genes 
Melanie Blackless—How Sexually Dimorphic Are We? 

 
Week 9 
Monday March 27th         
Topic:   Science, Discourse, and Sex 
Reading:  Judith Butler—Gender Trouble 

Joan Fujimura—Sex Genes 
Melanie Blackless—How Sexually Dimorphic Are We? 

 
Thursday March 30th       
Topic:   Science, Discourse, and Sex 
Reading:  Judith Butler—Gender Trouble 

Joan Fujimura—Sex Genes 
Melanie Blackless—How Sexually Dimorphic Are We? 
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Week 10 
Monday April 3rd   
Topic:  
Reading:   Bruno Latour—Science in Action 
 
Thursday April 6th  
Topic:    
Reading:   Bruno Latour—Science in Action 
 
Week 11 
Monday April 10th  NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK 
 
Thursday April 13th NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK 
   
Week 12 
Monday April 17th NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK 
 
Thursday April 20th (Monday Schedule) 
Topic:   Knowledge, Sociology and Method 
Reading:   George Steinmetz—Scientific Authority 

Patricia Clough—The New Empiricism 
Stanley Aronowitz & Robert Ausch—Critique of 
Methodological Reason 

 
Week 13 
Monday April 24th  
Topic:   Knowledge, Sociology and Method 
Reading:   George Steinmetz—Scientific Authority 

Patricia Clough—The New Empiricism 
Stanley Aronowitz & Robert Ausch—Critique of 
Methodological Reason 

  
 
Thursday April 27th        
Topic:   Knowledge, Sociology and Method 
Reading:   George Steinmetz—Scientific Authority 

Patricia Clough—The New Empiricism 
Stanley Aronowitz & Robert Ausch—Critique of 
Methodological Reason 
 

Week 14 
Monday May 1st  
Topic:   Racism in Sociological Knowledge Production 
Reading:   Aldon Morris—The Scholar Denied 

Jason Ferguson—The Aesthetic Dimension 
 
Thursday May 4th      
Topic:   Racism in Sociological Knowledge Production 
Reading:   Aldon Morris—The Scholar Denied 

Jason Ferguson—The Aesthetic Dimension 
 
Week 15 
Monday May 8th  
Topic:   Racism in Sociological Knowledge Production 
Reading:   Aldon Morris—The Scholar Denied 

Jason Ferguson—The Aesthetic Dimension 
 
 

Thursday May 11th      
Topic:   Group Project Presentations 
 
Week 16 
Monday May 15th    
Topic:   Group Project Presentations 
 
Thursday May 18th     
Topic:   Praxis Sharing 
 

 
 
 


